WORLD DATABASE OF HAPPINESS
The World Database of Happiness (Veenhoven 2012 ) is findings archive, that is, a collection of observations that result from scientific empirical research. The database focuses on research findings on happiness in the sense of subjective enjoyment of life. Its goal is to facilitate accumulation of knowledge on this subject. The database consists of several collections. It builds on a collection of all scientific publications about happiness, called the 'Bibliography of Happiness' (Veenhoven 2012a) . To date this collection includes some 7000 books and articles, of which half report an empirical investigation that used an acceptable measure of happiness, listed in the collection 'Measures of Happiness' (Veenhoven 2012b) . The findings yielded by some 3500 studies that past this test for adequate measurement of happiness are described on separate 'finding pages', using a standard format and a standard terminology. Two kinds of findings are discerned: distributional findings on how happy people are at a particular time and place and correlational findings about the things that go together with more of less happiness in these populations.
To date the database contains about 8000 distributional findings, of which 5000 on happiness in the general population of nations (Veenhoven 2012c ) and 3000 on happiness in particular social categories, such as students or psychiatric patients (Veenhoven 2012d) .
The collection 'Correlational Findings' (Veenhoven 2012e) contains some 15.000 research results. These findings are sorted by subject, such as 'Happiness and Age' and 'Happiness and Income'. The collection can also be searched on characteristics of the population investigated, i.e. public, place, time, and on methodological features such as sampling and measurement. Though far from complete, this is the best available source on conditions for happiness at present.
The database is free available on internet at http://worlddatabaseofhappiness.eur.nl A detailed description is found with Veenhoven 2011.
PUBLICATIONS ON HAPPINESS IN CHILDREN
The Bibliography of Happiness involves a detailed subject classification, among which a classification of publics studied. Part of that categorization is a distinction of age groups in which happiness is assessed, which is presented on scheme 1. The numbers at the right in scheme 1 refer to the number of publications. To date (November 2012) the Bibliography lists 290 publications in which the happiness of children is addressed. Most of these (178) are among adolescents, but there are also quite some publications on happiness in basic school children (58) and a few on pre-school children (6).
The numbers at the right in scheme 1 link to a list on which these publications are described. An example of such a list is presented on Scheme 2, the 6 publications on happiness in pre-school children. For each publication the usual bibliographic signature is given: author, title, source of publication and year of publication. When possible links to the full text are added, either using the DOI links or a link to a website where the publication is available. If the publication involves research findings that are included in the findings collections of the World Database of Happiness a link to the extracted findings pages is also added (WDH).
ACCEPTED STUDIES ON HAPPINESS IN CHILDREN
Investigations that used at least one acceptable measure of happiness are described on a 'study page' and one of the descriptors is the 'public' concerned. Publics can be 'general' or 'special'; the general public is all people living in a particular area at a certain time, special publics are particular kinds of people, such as intellectuals, home-makers or people in certain ages. Studies among children are considered to concern a 'special public' and classified under 'age-groups'. For particular kinds of children, such as gifted children, additional classifications are made. An overview is presented on Scheme 3. The number is studies mentioned in scheme 3 is much lower than the number of publications in scheme 1. One reason is that not all publications report an empirical investigation that used an acceptable measure of happiness. Another reason is that about half of the accepted studies is still waiting to be entered in the findings collections.
Each of these studies is described on a ' study page' using a standard format and a standard terminology. The page starts with a short description of the investigation, which involves detail about the people investigated, the way of data gathering and the measure of happiness used. On the page are links to further pages on which the findings are reported. An example is presented on scheme 4.
MEASURES OF HAPPINESS IN CHILDREN
Happiness is defined as 'the enjoyment of one's life as a whole'. Since this is something people have in mind, it can be measured using questions such as 'Taking all together, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with your life-as-a-whole these days? Please rate with a number between 0 and 10, where 0 stand for extremely dissatisfied and 10 for extremely satisfied". Such questions are commonly used in surveys of the general population, some of which consider people from age 12 on. Questions of this kind are also being used in studies among adolescents. Such questions are classified as pertaining to 'overall' happiness in the collection 'Measures of Happiness' and coded 'O'.
The answering of these questions requires that the respondent has formed an idea about 'overall satisfaction' and 'life-as-a-whole' and this is typically not the case with young children. Still school age children do mostly have an idea of how happy they 'feel' most of the time and at least from age 8 on they appear to be able to respond to questions on that matter in a consistent way (VanVaalen 2011). Such questions tap what is called the 'affective component' of happiness and are coded 'A' in the collection Measures of Happiness.
Younger children are less able to estimate how well they feel most of the time, but are still able to report how they feel at the moment. Therefore their happiness can be measured using multi-moment assessment, such as by repeatedly asking 'How happy do you feel right now? Such repeated single questions are coded A-ARE for 'Affect-Average Repeated Estimates in the collection 'Measures of Happiness'.
Very young children, such as toddlers, cannot even report how they feel at the moment and their affect level must therefore be inferred from behavioral indications, such as frequency of crying and facial expression. Measures of this kind are coded A-CA, for AffectCheerful Appearance. Such rating can be made by trained observers or by teachers and parents.
Studies on happiness in children that used acceptable measures are listed in the collection of 'Happiness in Publics', in the section 'Happiness in Age Groups', subsection 'Children'. See scheme 3. Scrolling these studies one can see which particular measures have been applied as yet.
DISTRIBUTIONAL FINDINGS ON HAPPINESS IN CHILDREN
Each of the findings obtained in studies that used an acceptable measure of happiness are described on a separate 'finding page'. Findings on how happy children are, are noted together with full detail about the measure used. An example of such a page is presented on scheme 5. These pages can be assessed in several ways. One ways is though the 'study pages' listed in the collection of findings on 'Happiness in Publics'. The finding pages can also be assessed through the collection of findings on 'Happiness in Nations'. Select a nation and an overview of findings in that nation will appear. Select 'distributional findings' and next under 'special publics' the category 'age group' and within that category the sub-category 'Children'.
To date (November 2012) n option for comparison of average happiness in children across nations is in preparation. As yet, most of these data concern adolescents.
CORRELATIONAL FINDINGS ON HAPPINESS IN CHILDREN
Correlational findings are also presented on a 'finding page', an example of which is presented on scheme 6. On top of this page is a description of the 'study', with reference to the publication in which the finding was reported and a short description of the investigation. Next on the page is a description of the 'correlate'. That is, the factor of which the relationship with happiness was investigated; in this case the parents estimate of how happy their child is. At the bottom of the real finding, in this case a surprisingly low correlation with the child's own rating of how happy it feels most of the time.
ADDING FINDINGS TO THE WORLD DATABASE OF HAPPINESS
On the website of the World Database of Happiness are instructions for adding findings to the archive.
Scheme 1 Publications on Happiness in Age-groups listed in the Bibliography of Happiness (number) ___________________________________________________________________________

Happiness in age-groups 5
In children 40
Infants 9 Pre-school children 6
Basic school children 53
High school pupils, adolescents 178
Mentally retarded children 4
In young adults 15
In middle aged people 10
In elderly people 802 Child's self rating of happiness on the same scale ___________________________________________________________________________
